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iI3BRG.,VENNY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Abergavenny  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

1969. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Laddies  and  Gentlemen, 

Life  begins  at  40  “ True  or  RALse? 

It  is  difficult  to  say  categorically  what  life  was  like  in  the 
past  but  from  our  mortality  statistics  one  can  truthfully  say  that  for  the  Victorian 
or  the  Edwardian,  life  very  often  came  to  an  end  at  40.  It  is  doubtful,  whether  it 
was  ever  true  to  say  that  life  began  at  40*  Women  on  average,  live  longer  than  men, 
but  there  was  a time  when  both  men  and  women  at  the  lower  end  of  the  social  scale  were 
often  worked  to  an  early  death  by  drudgery,  while  women  at  the  other  end  of  the  scale 
went  to  an  early  grave  from  boredom  through  lack  of  useful  employment. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  true  to  say  that  by  bringing  more  and 
more  of  the  one-time  killer  diseases  "under  control,  our  expectation  of  life  has  been 
increased.  In  spite  of  all  the  hazards  which  confront  us  on  this  overcrowded  earth, 
it  is  certainly  safer  to  be  alive  now  than  it  was  50  years  ago.  Without  doubt, 
our  standard  of  health  has  been  raised  and  although  it  may  not  be  the  passport 
to  happiness  it  does  help  people  to  be  more  and  more  active  in  their  later  years. 

To-day,  the  middle-aged  add  up  to  roughly  a quarter  of  the 
population  of  this  country.  Naturally  we  still  have  our  problems  associated  with 
health  in  middle-age.  Many  of  these  are  largely  social  in  origin  and  vary  according 
to  environment,  occupation,  sex,  marital  status  etc.  For  example,  a man  doing  heavy 
manual  work  begins  to  feel  the  strain  and  may  find  it  necessary  to  modify  or  change 
his  job  at  this  time.  The  more  skilled  or  executive  type  is  gaining  promotion  and 
is  faced  wiuh  competition  and  increased  anxiety.  The  married  woman  often  has  to 
cope  with  adolescent  children,  ageing  parents  and  the  menopause.  The  unmarried 
woman  Las  special  problems  in  that  she  has  no  one  behind  her  and  is  dependent  on 
her  own  efforts  for  her  economic  safety. 

Of  course,  various  tensions  are  part  and  parcel  of  doing  any 
job  efficiently.  The  body  will  normally  respond  to  stress  in  a well  organised  way. 

The  blood  pressure  is  slightly  raised  and  the  heart  beats  a little  faster.  Muscles 
tense  and  digestion  switches  off  temporarily.  When  the  crisis  passes  and  the 
pressure  eased  the  reverse  occurs.  Troubles  cone  when  we  get  "hooked”  on  stress  but 
this  is  a preventable  disease  and  can  be  counteracted  by  the  proper  use  of  leisure. 
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The  over  forties  haste  lived  through  a period  of  unparalleled 
material,  social  and  cultural  change.  A notable  feature  of  this  period  has  been 
an  increase  in  leisure  tine  for  which  most  of  us  appear  to  have  been  ill-prepared. 
It  seems  that  only  a minority  have  made  any  use  of  the  available  resources  to 
remedy  this  defect,  the  majority  accepting  passively  the  ministrations  of  mass 
media  for  communication  and  entertainment. 

It  is  in  middle-age  that  some  thought  should  also  be  given 
to  the  planning  of  the  third  period  in  life  culminating  in  the  new  leisured  years 
that  nay  be  as  long  as  childhood  and  adolescence  put  together.  Nobody  would 
dream  of  going  in  to  bat  blindfold.  Those  who  will  have  studied  the  game  will  be 
better  equipped  for  this  increased  leisure.  It  is  true  to  say  that  IlCo  imiy 
be  understood  backwards  but  must  be  lived  forwards. 


Yours  faithfully, 


S.  Mi.  JAMES,  B.Sc.,M.B.,B.Ch.,D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL 


STATISTICS 


62,685 

10,310 


Area  in  Acres 
Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 


(According  to  Rate  Book  3l/l2/67) 

2,873 

Rateable  Vnlue 

£180,180 

Id.  Rate 

711 

1969. 

M 

F 

Total 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate 

80 

81 

161 

Illegitimate 

6 

— 

6 

86 

81 

167 

Live  Birth  Rate  : 

Rural  District 

County 

E . & W, 

Per  1,000  population 
Comparability  Factor  1.2 

16.2 

16.58 

16.3 

Ad.iusted  Live  Birth  Rate  16.2  x 1 

.2  = 19.4 

16.91 

16.3 

Still  Births  : 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  : 

Rural  District 

County 

E.  & W, 

Per  1,000  Live  and  Still 

Births 

Nil 

16.17 

13.0 

DEATHS 

M 

F 

Total 

All  causes 

96 

92 

188 

Rural  District 

County 

E . & W, 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

Comparability  Factor  0.51 

18.9 

12.5 

11.9 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  18.9  x 

0.51=  9.6 

14.0 

11.9 

M. 

F 

Total 

Death  from  Cancer 
(all  forms) 

12 

10 

22 

Deaths  from  lung  cancer 

Deaths  due  to  Pregnancy, 

2 

** 

2 

Childbirth  and  Abortion 

Nil 

Maternal  Death  Rate 

Rural  District 

County 

(Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 

0 

0.34 
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Infant  Mortality 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(Rate  per  1,000  total 

Live  Births) 

M 

2 

Rural . District 

24 

F 

2 

.County 

20.73 

Total 

4 

E . &._W 

18.0 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  - first 

4 weeks 

6 

14.22 

12.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 
(Under  1 week) 

6 

11.99 

10. 0 

Perinatal  Mortality 
(Still  births  and  Infant  deaths 
under  1 week)  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births 

6 

27.33 

23.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  in  Abergavenny  Rural  District  (1959-1969) 


Year  Number  of  First  Number  of  Perinatal 

Week  Deaths  Still  Births  Mortality  Rate 


1969 

1 

... 

6 

1968 

- 

1 

7 

1967 

2 

1 

21.7 

1966 

3 

4 

4^.95 

1965 

2 

7 

51.7 

1964 

2 

2 

28 

1963 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

4 

1 

42.55 

1961 

2 

1 

28.99 

I960 

1 

7 

56.7 

1959 

2 

2 

32.0 

PERINATAL 

MORTALITY  (1959  - 1969). 

. r a-- 1 ■ 

Abergavenny  Borough,  Abergavenny  Rural  District  and  Monmouthshire  County 

Year 

Abergavenny 

Abergavenny  Rural 

Monmouthshi re 

Borough 

District 

1969 

63.0 

6 

27.33 

1968 

53.6 

7 

28.99 

1967 

37.5 

21.7 

29.09 

1966 

12.1 

48.95 

33.87 

1965 

31.25 

51.7 

35.98 

1964 

57.8 

28.6 

37.25 

1963 

30.6 

— 

35.82 

1962 

71.4 

4 2.55 

38.85 

1961 

46.1 

28.99 

39.9 

I960 

51.3 

56.7 

42.0 

1959 

23.9 

32.0 

47.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  1969 


ABERGAVENNY  RURAL  DISTRICT . 


SEX 

Male  Female 


Syphilis  and  its  Sequelae  - - 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  1 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Oesophagus  3 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  1 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Intestine  1 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus  2 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  - 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Prostate  1 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  - 1 

Leukaemia  - 1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  etc.  4 3 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 - 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  - 1 

Mental  Disorders  1 2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  Etc.  3 - 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease.  1 1 

Hypertensive  Disease  1 - 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  29  18 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  10  6 

Cerebro-vascular  Disease  12  13 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  9 16 

Influenza  4 - 

Pneumonia  12  12 

Bronchitis  and  Emphyseme  2 3 

Asthma  - 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  2 1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 - 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  - 1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  - - 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  - - 

Other  Diseases  Genit o-U rinary  System  1 1 

Congenital  Anomalies  - 2 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  - 1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  - - 

All  other  .accidents  2 2 

ill  other  External  Causes  - _1_ 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 104 91 


NOTIFICATION 

OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

(1969) 

(Classified 

according  to  i 

sex  and 

age 

) 

Disease 

Sex 

0-4 

5-9 

10-19 

20-29 

30-39 

40  pl.us 

Total 

Whooping  Cough 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

P 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

M 

9 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

18 

F 

3 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid  and 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

Poliomyelitis 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dysentry 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

© 

Pneumonia 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Abortus  Fever 

M 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

F 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notified 

Pulmonary 

M 

1 

FI 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 0 

F 1 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M 

0 

F0 

Non  Pulmonary 

M 0 

F 0 

- 6 - 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


Numbers  Vaccinated 


Age  Groups 

1957 

195S  1959 

I960 

1961 

1962  1963  1964  1965 

1966  1967 

1968 

1969 

Under  1 

year 

44 

46 

37 

60 

50 

40 

4 

1 

1 

0 

3 

— 

— 

1-4  years 

12 

6 

18 

13 

40 

158 

7 

31 

31 

67 

11 

35 

55 

5-14  years 

6 

5 

9 

e 

8 

667 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

15  years  plus 

28 

14 

8 

2 

4 

1453 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

1 

3 

90 

71 

72 

75 

102 

2318 

15 

33 

33 

74 

15 

36 

61 

In 

addition 

there 

were 

36  re 

:-vaccinations  against  smallpox 

• 

IMMUNISATION 

AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

WHOOPING 

COUGH 

AND 

TETANUS 

Numbers 

3 Immunised 

Age  Groups 

1956 

1957  1958  1959 

1 I960 

1 901 

1962 

1 963 

1964  1965 

1 966 

1967 

1 968 

1969 

Under 

Dip 

141 

77  112 

39 

70 

137 

88 

83 

99 

119 

147 

139 

61 

73 

5 years 

Whc 

54 

80 

114 

80 

84 

88 

118 

147 

139 

59 

69 

Tet 

128 

85 

90 

89 

107 

150 

146 

61 

73 

5-14 

Dip 

58 

5 205 

3 

48 

8 

3 

5 

7 

13 

9 

21 

6 

12 

years 

Whc 

4 

1 

0 

0 

4 

10 

9 

5 

- 

10 

Tet 

7 

1 

7 

3 

19 

43 

22 

18 

15 

Totals 

Dip 

199 

82  317 

42 

118 

145 

91 

88 

106 

132 

156 

160 

67 

85 

Whc 

54 

84 

115 

80 

84 

92 

128 

156 

144 

59 

79 

Tet 

135 

86 

97 

92 

126 

193 

168 

79 

88 

In  addition  to  the  above,  153  children  were  given  "Booster"  diphtheria 
prophylactic  injections,  58  "Booster"  Whooping  Cough  injections  and  154  "Booster" 
Tetanus  injections. 
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ABERGAVENNY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
To  the  Chairman  & Members  of  the  Abergavenny  R.D.C. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I would  like  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

I960. 

The  general  situation  with  regard  to  the  many  end  diversified  functions 
of  the  department  is  shown  to  be  satisfactory  at  the  end  of  this  year.  It  was, 
however,  found  necessary  to  concentrate  efforts  on  the  problem  of  housing  standards 
and  to  a lesser  extent  on  sewage  disposal. 

An  aspect  of  the  department  which  is  not  dealt  with  in  the  following  pages, 
but  which  considerably  effects  its  efficiency  and  the  standard  of  service  given  to  the 
public,  is  that  of  the  recruitment  of  first  class  outside  staff  for  refuse  collection 
and  sewers  and  sewage  works  maintenance.  Considerable  difficulties  were  experienced 
during  the  year  in  recruiting  additional  and  replacement  workmen  for  both  of  these 
tasks  and  the  effect  was  quite  marked  on  the  efficiency  of  these  two  services.  I am 
pleased  and  happy  to  report  that  these  problems  are  no  longer  with  us  and  that  I have 
really  first  class  men  all  round. 

The  recent  pay  awards  have  done  much  to  ease  the  problem  of  recruiting  and 
holding  staff  but  good  staff  relations  and  working  conditions  are  essential  in 
connection  with  these  unpleasant  jobs  end  must  be  given  careful  consideration. 

It  has  generally  been  accepted,  and  possibly  in  some  quarters  expected, 
that  housing  standards  in  rural  areas  are  lower  than  those  of  urban  areas.  In  an 
area  with  a markedly  traditional  environment  it  is  easy  to  see  traditional  housing 
standards  being  perpetuated  with  little  change.  This  proposition  has  interested 
and  concerned  me  over  a number  of  years  to  the  extent  of  outlining  and  establishing 
the  actual  problems  and  offering  a remedy. 

I concluded  my  deliberations, upon  establishing  a disparity  in  standards,  by 
considering  that  it  was  more  a problem  of  communication  on  the  one  hand  and  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  on  the  other  than  one  of  reluctance,  ignorance  or  entrenched 
retrograde  views  towards  a rising  standard. 

Early  in  1969  I saw  in  the  proposed  Housing  Act,  1969  (which  was  to 
provide  more  generous  financial  assistance  along  more  flexible  lines)  the  essence  of 
the  encouragement  needed  and  immediately  considered  ways  of  plugging  the  communication 
gap  so  that  when  the  Act  came  into  force  it  would  have  the  maximum  effect  in  this  area 
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The  result  was  a massive  housing  survey, started  in  May  and 
completed  within  three  months,  covering  1000  selected  houses.  With  the 
information  obtained  it  was  then  possible,  in  coincidence  with  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  new  Housing  Act,  to  mount  an  ambitious  house  improvement  campaign 
beginning  with  a detailed  direct  and  personal  approval  to  the  house  owners 
concerned.  The  response  has  so  far  been  most  encouraging  although  it  is  too 
early  yet  to  actually  measure  the  results.  Much  progressive  and  interesting  work 
has  been  done  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  This  is  in  many  respects  a 
challenge  to  both  this  Council  and  to  the  rural  district. 

The  success  of  this  campaign  could  in  the  long  term  rest  on  keeping 
open  of  the  lines  of  communication  especially  in  connection  with  the  giving  of 
technical  advice  and  assistance.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  to  effect  this  all  of 
the  departments  are  wholly  behind  the  campaign. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Council 
for  their  confidence,  support  and  encouragement  throughout  the  year  and  the  Clex-k 
and  other  colleagues  for  their  greatly  valued,  and  much  appreciated  help  and 
assistance. 


I an, 


Yours  respectfully, 
T.  GREGORY 


Public  Health  Inspector. 
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AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS  (SAFETY. HEALTH  & WELFARE  PROVISIONS’)  ACT.  1956. 

No  special  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  this  Act  this  year  but  where 
farms  were  visited  for  other  reasons  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  inspected  and 
approved.  No  formal  action  was  found  necessary. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT.  1963. 

A Licence,  containing  conditions,  were  issued  in  respect  of  one  premises 
and  this  was  found  generally  to  be  satisfactory.  20  dogs  are  catered  for  at  this 
establishment.  The  other  premises  previously  licenced  have  closed  due  to  the 
owners  leaving  the  district. 


CARAVAN  SITES. 

25  Site  licences  were  issued  in  conjunction  with  temporary  planning  consents 
in  respect  of  residential  sites  containing  one  caravan.  Most  of  these  temporary 
consents  have  been  renewed  yearly  for  quite  a few  years  and  moves  were  made  last 
year  to  have  these  planning  consents  made  permanent  or  withdrawn  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  necessary  arrangements  will  be  made  and  action  taken  by  next  year. 

One  site  holds  a permanent  licence  for  4 residential  caravans  and  another 
for  one  caravan  only. 

Four  sites  are  permanently  licensed  for  six  months  of  the  year  for  holiday 
caravans,  the  sites  containing  J+,  7,  8 and  25  caravans  respectively.  A further  two 
sites  are  licensed  annually  for  holiday  use  for  5 and  15  caravans  respectively 
although  the  last  site  has  never  been  developed. 

Conditions  generally  on  the  sites  are  good  although  complaints  are  received 
from  time  to  time  from  both  residents  and  the  general  public  and  these  are 
generally  dealt  with  by  reference  to  the  licence  conditions. 

The  problem  of  controlling  unlicenced  sites  is  increasing  especially  in 
connection  with  residential  caravans.  However,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take 
any  formal  action  this  year  to  regularise  those  causes  that  came  to  light. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT.  1967. 

.-.bsr.I:r.ei  Later  Vehicles. 

The  problem  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles  is  one  which  is  having  an  increasing 
effect  upon  this  area.  Approximately  60  old  cars  and  car  bodies  were  cleared  from 
sites  this  year.  A particular  source  of  trouble  seems  to  be  the  type  of  person 
who  accumnulates  cars  and  strips  them  down  for  spares.  In  such  an  open  area  of 
great  scenic  extraction  it  makes  little  difference  that  these  car  shells  are  left 
lying  about  on  private  land.  I am  again,  this  year,  deeply  grateful  for  the 
untiring  efforts  of  the  National  Park  Warden  in  helping  to  combat  this  problem. 

Bulky  Domestic  Refuse  & abandoned  Rubbish. 

Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  this  year  in  connection  with  rubbish 
dumping  and  the  number  of  requests  received  for  special  collections  of  bulky 
articles  indicates  that  the  publicising  of  this  Council's  arrangements  in  this 
connection  is  having  a good  effect. 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1961. 


A total  of  16  premises  were  registered  as  factories  during  the  year, 
plus  10  building  sites  and  works  of  engineering  construction  which  ranked  as  factories, 
In  all  cases  these  were  factories  in  which  only  Section  7 of  the  Act  (the  provision 
of  sanitary  conveniences)  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Action  Taken, 

No  written  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  defective  or  insufficient 
sanitary  conveniences,  but  in  three  cases  defective  sanitary  conveniences  were 
remedied  as  a result  of  informal  action,  and  in  4 cases  sanitary  conveniences  were 
made  to  be  provided  on  building  sites. 

Outworks:!  & , 

3 Persons  were  notified  as  outworkers,  these  being  engaged  in  knitted 
woollens  and  dressmaking. 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 


1. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of 

provisions  a 

.s  to  health 

• 

JNunber 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

jRegister 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

s 

Factories  in  which  Secions  1 , 

2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  | 
by  Local  Authorities 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  ! 

in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

i 

16 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

1 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  ; 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  out-workerq 
premises).  j 

1 

14 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

i 

i 

Total 

j 

30 

« 1 

Nil 

l 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


2. 


T ''  ' " """  

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found  ; 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

we re  instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(s  .4) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  i 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the  1 
Act  (not  including  offencesj 
relating  to  Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 



1 

Total 

7 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

! Nil 

1 

T-  - - - 
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FiiRT  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No . of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

out- 

cases  of 

prosec- 

in- 

served 

workers 

default 

utions 

stances 

in  Aug- 

in 

for 

of  work 

Nature  of 

ust  list 

sending 

failure 

in  un- 

Work 

required 

lists 

to 

whole- 

by  Sect- 

to  the 

supply 

some 

ion  133 

Council 

lists 

premises 

(l)(c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

)Making, 

)etc. 

3 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Wearing  ) Cleaning 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

apparel  ) and 

)Washing 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil  j 

nil 

nil 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT . 1955. 

Unsound  Food 

No  unfit  food  was  condemned  during  the  year.  A small  quantity  of  unsound 
food  (tinned  meat  and  tinned  fruit)  was  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Food  Hygiene 


Visits  of  Inspection  : 


No . of 
Premises 

— 

No . of 
Visits 

No.  of  warnings 
verbal  and  written 

No . of 

Infringements 

Grocers 

20 

8 

6 

24 

Other  Food  Premises 

3 

7 

4 

10 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

27 

19 

- 

- 

Cafes 

2 

4 

2 

9 

Street  Vendors 

10 

3 

3 

10 

Licensed  Clubs 

3 

2 

2 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

31 

26 

20 

67 

96 

69 

37 

— 

125 
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"EruVi  Hygiene 


Visits  nf  ( OrMn-kT-MUed)  * 

Premises  fitted 
to  comply  with 

Reg.  16  (Wash— 

K-.nH  basins,  etc.) 

L - - 

Premises  to 
which  Reg . 1 9 
applies 
(Sinks,  etc.) 

Premises  fitted 
to  comply  with 

Reg.  19 
(Sinks,  etc.) 

j 

Grocers 

20 

20 

20 

Ice-Cream  Premises 

27 

- 

- 

Cafes 

2 

2 

2 

Licensed  Clubs 

3 

3 

3 

Licensed  Premises 

26 

32 

32 

Other  Food  Premises 

3 

3 

3 

In  addition  to  the  above  visits  1 1 food  stalls  were  inspected  at  the 
Abergavenny  & Border  Counties  Show.  Conditions  generally  were  satisfactory  and  showed 
a considerable  improvement. 

As  street  traders  do  not  have  to  be  registered  it  is  an  extremely 
difficult  task  to  keep  track  of  all  those  that  do  from  time  to  time  operate  within 
the  district  and  one  can  only  rely  upon  meeting  them  in  one’s  travels.  Standards 
are  generally  found  to  be  good. 

Poultry  Inspection.  There  is  now  one  small  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
disxrict  which  operates  on  one  day  each  week.  Hygiene,  poultry  inspection,  and  waste 
disposal  is  well  controlled  at  this  low  rate  of  operation. 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  1947  and  1952. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  in  the  area  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream.  The  27  registered  premises  sell  pre-packed  ice-cream.  Three  street 
traders  are  known  to  operate  within  the  district.  Two  of  these  sell  loose  ice-cream, 
which  is  manufactured  outside  the  district,  and  one  sells  soft  ice-cream  frozen  on 
the  vehicle.  Ho  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  or  chemical  analysis. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

There  are  12  producer/ distributors  in  the  area  and  these  dairies  are 
controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food.  A further  5 retailers 
are  licensed  by  the  County  Council. 

No  milk  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  or  chemical 
analysis  during  the  year. 
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H 0 U S I N G 

x_  *■ -M  nf  r>--~ YS < -*£■  jic’npr-^. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act)  ...  1131 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1330 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  1 88 

II.  Action  under  the  Statutory  Fowers 


(a) 

Proceedings  taken  under  Sections  9 to  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs 

• • • 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  as  a result  of 
informal  action 

• • • 

5 

(c) 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

• • • 

Nil 

(d) 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

• • • 

1 

(e) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished 

1 

(f) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  on  which  undertakings 
were  accepted 

• • • 

15 

(g) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  subject  to  change  of  use 

• • • 

Nil 

(h) 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  as  a result  of 
formal  action. 

• • • 

3 

The  high  figure  for  housing  inspections  results  from  a comprehensive 
housing  survey.  This  survey  was  conceived  and  planned  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
and  successfully  carried  out  between  the  months  of  May  and  July.  Several  additional 
months  were  taken  up  in  analysing  the  results. 

The  success  of  the  survey  resulted  from  a careful  choice  of  house, 
the  inspection  technique,  a specially  designed  report  fora  for  quick  and  easy  use  in 
both  the  field  and  office  and  to  very  hard  work  by  a limited  number  of  staff. 

The  ramifications  of  the  survey  are  widespread  throughout  the  various 
departments  involving  all  aspects  of  housing  policy,  including  the  building  of  council 
houses,  and  has  resulted  in  the  Council  considering  numerous  reports  from  The  Clerk, 
Engineer  & Surveyor,  and  myself. 

One  important  result  has  been  the  decision  to  concentrate  on  dealing 
with  the  worst  of  the  unfit  houses  , which  have  been  graded,  immediately  by  concerted 
informal  action  in  conjunction  with  a house  improvement  campaign. 
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£0.  ITS.IJU*  (^nrt'vi) 


Tntn'oveiaent  Grants 

( 1 ) Ujiundax'd.  Grati  bff  ! 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

(b)  Nunbei'  of  applications  approved  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  applications  withdrawn  during  the  year 

(d)  Expenditure  ranking  for  grants  approved  during 
the  year 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  work  was  completed 

(f)  Expenditure  paid  out  on  work  completed  during 
the  year 


15 

15 

Nil 

...  £4,294.0.0. 

...  10 

...  £2,570.0.0. 


(2)  Discretionary  Grants  : 

(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

(b)  Number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year 

(c)  Number  of  applications  withdrawn  during  the  year 

(d)  Expenditure  ranking  for  grants  approved  during 
the  year 

(e)  Number  of  cases  where  work  was  completed  during 
the  year 

(f)  Expenditure  paid  out  on  work  completed  during 
the  year 


...  12 

...  11 

...  1 

...  £7,175.0.0. 

5 

. . , £1 , 899.10.0. 


The  interest  shown  in  grant-aided  works  of  improvement  remained 
very  poor  at  the  start  of  the  year.  However,  as  the  result  of  a house  improvement 
campaign,  which  had  its  roots  in  a comprehensive  housing  survey  started  in  May, 
an  encouraging  increase  in  applications  was  seen.  This  could  be  seen,  in  part,  to 
be  due  also  to  householders  holding  back  applications  in  order  to  gain  the  advantage 
of  the  increased  grant  aid  which  had  been  well  publicised. 
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OFFICES, 


SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  a CT,  1961 


i 

j 

Number  of  Premises 

Class  of  Premises 

Registered 

during 

year 

Total 

Registered 
at  end  of 
year 

Receiving 
a general 
Inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

- 

2 

2 

Retail  Shops 

— 

5 

5 

Wholesale  Shops  and  Warehouses 

- 

— 

Catering  Establishments  open  to 
the  Public  and  Canteens 

- 

10 

10 

1 Totals 

L 

- 

17 

17 

. 

Total  Number  of  Visits  to  Registered  Premises 

• 

• 

25 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Most  of  the  activities  of  this  department  covered  by  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  have  sufficient  content  to  be  dealt  with  in  detail  under  their 
separate  headings. 

Nuisances 

Very  few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  involving 
Statutory  Nuisances,  and  these  were  settled  without  resorting  to  formal  action, 

RODENT  CONTROL  iUD  OTHER  DISINFESTATION 


This  work,  in  respect  of  Council  property  and  dwelling  houses,  is 
carried  out  by  a Private  Contractor  under  contract  but,  as  usual,  in  order  to  give 
a more  complete  picture  of  rodent  control  work  in  the  district,  I have  included  the 
contractor’s  work  in  connection  with  business  and  agricultural  premises. 

There  wae.  no  evidence  this  year  of  any  warferin  resistant  rats. 

Rat  activity  in  sewers  remains  at  a very  low  level. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

1 . a. 

Total  Number  of  properties  in 
district 

3,390 

b. 

Agricultural  properties 

538 

2.  a. 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

681 

58 

b. 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

289 

58 

(ii)  Mice 

25 

21 

3.  a. 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

210 

96 

b. 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

163 

96 

(ii)  Mice 

- 

15 

4. 

Total  No.  of  Treatments  carried  out 
including  re-treatments 

559 

147 

* This  figure  includes  all  agricultural  properties. 


The  houses  in  the  district  remain  substantially  free  from  insect 
infestation  although  our  contractor  is  called  upon  to  deal  occasionally  with 
complaints  of  cluster  flies,  wasps,  bees  and  even  bats. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  1M)  DISPOSAL 

Most  of  the  rural  district  is  covered  by  the  Council’s  collection 
scheme,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  collection,  which  is  a kerbside  one,  is  carried  out  weekly  in 
most  parts  cf  the  district  with  just  three  difficult  or  isolated  small  areas  being 
served  fortnightly.  Most  of  the  tipping  is  done  at  Govilon  but  the  Council  retain 
the  use  cf  two  smaller  sites  at  Llanvihangel  Crucomey  and  Croes  Hywel. 

The  joint  committee  on  refuse  disposal  set  up  in  1967  by  the 
Abergavenny  Borough  Council,  Crickhowell  Rural  District  Council  and  this  Council  to 
consider  alternative  means  of  disposal  on  a joint  basis  has  continued  to  make  good 
progress.  Tenders  for  a pulverisation  plant  have  been  received  from  4 selected  firms. 
It  is  hoped  that  a contract  will  be  signed  in  the  near  future  and  that  construction 
work  will  be  well  under  way  in  the  coning  year. 
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SEWAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSE 

Most  of  the  populated  parts  of  the  districts  are  sewered, 1 , 842  houses 
being  connected  to  a main  sewer.  The  remaining  properties  in  the  area,  being  farms 
and  isolated  cottages  and  hamlets,  are  served  by  septic  tanks,  earth  and  chemical 
closets.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  upwards  of  1,000  septic  tanks  in  the  area, 
including  430  receiving  farm  drainage.  These  figures  are  not  likely  to  be 
substantially  reduced  in  the  future  and  represent  a residual,  of  properties  which  it 
is  not  possible  to  put  on  main  drainage.  Future  action  in  this  direction  continues  t 
be.  in  the  nature  of  protecting  streams  from  pollution  and  improving  the  size, 
construction  and  means  of  drainage  of  the  older  types  of  tanks.  Complaints 
concerning  nuisances  caused  by  septic  tanks  are  few  but  there  continues  to  be  a 
large  number  of  requests  from  owners  for  information  and  advice. 

Three  men  are  now  employed  full-time  on  the  maintenance  of  the  sewage 
works  under  the  supervision  of  the  general  foreman. 

In  the  cases  of  Grosmont,  Fandy,  Llanddewi  Rhydderch,  Llanover,  Llanar+-h, 
Llanellen,  Bryn,  Llanvair  Kilgeddin,  Great  Oak  and  Hardy,  the  means  of  disposal 
is  through  traditional  sewage  disposal  works.  On  small  Connell  housing  sites 
septic  tanks  and  tipper  filters  are  used. 

Govilon  is  connected  to  the  sewage  works  owned  by  and  situated  within 
the  area  of  the  Crickhowell  Rural  District  Council.  Llanfoist  is  connected  to  the 
Abergavenny  Borough  sewage  works. 

At  the  Mardy,  Pandy,  Grosmont  and  Great  Oak  works  the  sewage  sludge  is 
semi— dined  on  special  beds  and  then  dug  out  and  removed  from  the  site  for  final 
disposal.  At  the  remaining  works  sludge  removal  and  disposal  is  by  means  of  a 
liquid  sludge  tanker  vehicle  which  in  previous  years  was  carried  out  under  a 
private  contract  arrangement,  but  which  is  now  done  by  this  Councils  newly  acquired 
tanker. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Great  Oak  Works,  the  treated  sewage  is  disposed 
of  into  water  courses  and  the  quality  of  such  effluents  is  controlled  by  the 
appropriate  River  Authority.  The  quality  of  the  effluent  from  the  Llanfair  Kilgeddin, 
Bryn,  Llanellen pnd  Llanwenarth  Citra  works  fell  consistently  below  standard  and 
the  matter  was  brought  to  a head  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  distinct  possibility 
cf  legal  action  being  taken  over  this  by  the  Usk  River  Authority, 

The  problem  of  sewage  works  management  was  aggravated  this  year  by 
staffing  dificulties  but  bad  maintenance  does  not  contribute  greatly  to  the  problem 
the  causes  stemming  basically  from  design  and  construction  defects.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Llan e^la nworks , which  has  only  just  been  commissioned,  it  is  hoped 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  improvements  to  the  offending  works  in  the  coming  year. 

The  work  to  improve  the  sewerage  and  disposal  systems  at  Llanover  is 
nearing  completion. 

Consideration  is  still  being  given  as  to  the  best  means  of  providing, 
for  the  first  time,  a sewerage  scheme  for  the  village  of  Brynygwenin  and  to  improving 
the  Llanvapley  disposal  arrangements.  The  extension  of  the  Pandy  sewer  to 
Tilanvxhangel  Crucomey  was  completed  during  the  year  and  all  of  the  houses  were 
connected  tc  the  main  sewer. 
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DETAILS  OF  HOUSES  CONNECTLD  TO  A MAIN  SEWER 


PARISH 

WARD  No, 

of  houses* 

No.  of  houses 

REMARKS 

connected  to  a 

main  sewer. 

Abergavenny 

Rural 

71 

9 

Llanddewi  Skirrid 

34 

Crucomey  Fawr 

Llanvihangel 

Main  sewer  now 

Ciucomey 

216 

89 

completed 

Oldcastle 

9 

Bwlch  Trewyn 

24 

Lower  Cwnyoy 

45 

8 

Upper  Cwnyoy 

34 

Fwthog 

12 

Llantilio 

Fforest 

47 

Proposals  still 

Pertholey 

(Hardy, 

being  considered 

Croesonnen, 

765 

765 

for  a new  sewer- 

Llwynu) 

age  scheme  at 

(Remainder) 

249 

Brynygwenin. 

Llanarth  F-wr 

Llanarth 

63 

24 

Consideration  is 

Clytha 

64 

now  being  given 

Bryngwyn 

81 

23 

for  a Llanvapley 

Llanvapley 

43 

8 

village  scheme. 

Bettws  Ne\eydd 

23 

Llanover  Fawr 

Llanover 

124 

80 

Construction  well 

Llanvihangel- 

advanced  on  en- 

nigh-Usk 

38 

larging  the 

Llangattock- 

Llanover  works 

nigh-U  sk 

116 

51 

sewerage  system. 

Llansantffraed 

2 

Llanvair  Kilgeddin 

85 

19 

Llanddewi  Rhydderch 

97 

21 

Llanfoist  Fawr 

Llanfoist 

254 

213 

Llanellen  * 1 27 

78 

Llanwenarth  Citra 

86 

8 

Llanwenarth  Ultra 

429 

365 

Pwlldu 

2 

Grosnont  Fawr 

Grosnont  * 

^150 

64 

Llangua 

23 

Llangattock  Lin-oed 

36 

Llanve  the  rine 

37 

4 

390 

1,842 

Approximate  figures. 


**  The  figure  includes  business  premises  with  a flat  or  living  accommodation  attached 
which  are  not  included  in  the  figure  for  housing  stock. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  Rural  District.  One 
licensed  slaughterman  resides  within  the  area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Council’s  own  supplies  for  the  Rural  District  are  at  Llanover, 
Tyn-y-wem,  Llanthony  and  Grosnont  ; a large  proportion  of  the  district  is 
supplied  from  these  four  sources.  The  source  of  supply  in  all  cases  is  a spring 
and  the  water  is  settled  and  chlorinated,  but  not  filtered,  before  being  distributed. 

The  chlorinating  apparatus  at  Llanover  and  Tyn-y-wern  is  of  the 
chlorine  gas  type,  manually  controlled  and  at  Grosmont  and  Llanthony.  a liquid 
chlorine  drip  feed  is  used.  The  chlorine  dose  is  set  in  conjunction  with  a 
residual  chlorine  test  which  should  be  carried  out  daily. 

The  supply  to  the  Govilon  area  is  supplemented  by  water  from  the 
Abertl.11  ery  and  District  Water  Board  and  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water 
Board  ; the  latter  board  also  supplements  the  Llanover  supply  and  the  Abertillery 
and  District  Water  Board  supplies  water  to  the  Fforest  Area.  The  supply  to  the 
Llwyrru  and  Croesonnen  housing  estates  is  from  the  Abergavenny  Borough  mains . 

A new  main  to  Pen-y-val,  from  the  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire 
Water  Board  main  at  Llanellen,  was  installed  in  1965  and  the  continuation  of  this 
main  through  to  the  Rural  District  of  Monmouth  was,  together  with  an  additional 
reservoir  and  pumping  station,  completed  during  the  year.  This  new  main  and  the 
various  branch  mains  serves  parts  of  the  rural  area  previously  without  a main 
supply  and  will  also  improve  the  mains  supply  in  other  areas. 

During  the  year,  the  following  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination 


Source 

Untreated  Water 

Treated  Water 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Main  Fiped  Supplies 

0 

2 

53 

14 

Private  Wells  & Springs 

4 

18 

0 

0 

As  is  normal  practise  the  total  includes  some  samples  with  very  low 
counts  of  non-faecal  coli  and  a number  of  follow-up  samples  taken  to  check  on  the 
effectiveness  of  remedial  measures  taken  after  a breakdown  in  chlorination  had 
occurred. 

A sample  of  water  from  each  of  the  main  supplies  was  tested  for  plurnbo- 
solver.cy  and  in  each  case  this  testing  proved  negative. 

The  task  of  investigating  and  improving  the  private  supplies  to 
isolated  houses  continues  at  a steady  pace.  This  work  is  given  high  priority. 
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Water  Supplies  (Continued) 


Includes  Pen-y-Val  Hospital 
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